
REMARKS OF MR. WHITCOMB,
or INDIANA,

In the Senate, on Thurtdmj la.1, in defence of
General Lane.

»x WHITCOMB. Mr7"pioiideot, I wish very brieflyMr. WHITOOM
_ who> aod who* friends,to do juMice to^ impoisiioo upon hie official conductbid a0i ont»P^to imp.

SomIoc from Ohio.?f,Uf Go.on.or of Oregon.ThS^itanator aeogoed as . reeeoo for hie remorsl that he had
i i 1 makin* . reoort for an unreasonably long time.

- no it. " that he had not made a report, but
that he had deUyed it. Nor waa any exception UkenrS?e£Ur of the/eport iteelf, aa to jujulnem, its accu-

or iu being satisfeotory in every reepect.&hen rr*hiny . few remarks the other day, repelling that
attack I waa, aa I the* intimated, not in possesion of the*

~ to enable me to do foil juatice to Gen. Lane,^eTSTtoduSTto poeeeaa myaelf of eome auU^.Ucat-1ed particular* a simple aUtement of which, in addition to

wtotl then aaid, will be auflicient for hia tnumphant Tindi-
«tion. I now ^Uh in brief term, to pUce them upon the
record, in order that the charge tasy be accompanied by

"owSLane'i eommiaeioo aa Governor of Ofegonhear.dale
aa late aa Augurt 18, 1848, sod yet we

St. Looia on the thirteenth day afterward*, on hia;
land to the Pacific. He had in the mean t»me, with that n-

merkable promptitude and eoergy which tove ever

***>£/ tf.tj'sr, sjb#-

£aotry. prompHj4«lie.l«lbta~Uowe mwtotor-nw
On thLToih'3W«°b*'. *'. ro"bU(tnWMtwutlly for lb.

N«.U, tbao MX mUob mrami by tin hot of cititariST H.fvexw*byoriy.
Ttant. Hawkin* of the rifle* having expreesly dadmed a

Urff*r fierce which had been offered him by the Government.
He and hia little command* were engaged in the proeecution
of their haxardoua undertaking throughout the
All hia horaea and molee eacceetavely gave out, and he tea-
veiled hundred, of dreary miles through wintry J®0**, . There waa no privation or labor that he did not
cheerfully divide with hie men, even to the «"*Jng <of hw
own food. Heaoothed them by htakindnee* c^red them
by hi. voice, and encouraged them by hia example. He atiL reached Oregon with but oioe men, the remnnt of his
little party, on the 3d of March, 1849.

«

Keeping in mlod the accretion of delay, it i" dear that
he wa. oot obnoxiou. to it op to that time. Finding him
now on the theatre of hia dotte* it ia natural and proper to
inquire what ttoee dutiee werA ? Among ottora, th««t »l
Congrew of Augurt 14, 1848, approved onlyfour day. be-
fore the date of Gen. Lane's commission, required him, in
the firat place, to canae a census or enumeration of »" «».
white inhabitant, of the Territory to be Uiton.He wealhen
to aaaign to each oounty or diatnct the proportion of repra-
aentation in the Territorial Legislature to which It should be
entitled. He wa. next to fix a day for the election of the
member., and give eixty daya' notice of it ^After the election it devolved on him to appotntaday for the
meeting of the Legtalotur* and give not exceeding ninety
day* notice of iU The firat aeaaioo of the Lexwlature waa
bv law limited to not exceeding one hundred dafa.

In view of the condition of the eettlera et that tune, who
were entirely deetitute of any government er organisation ex¬
cept euch aa had been adopted by them from aheer necessity
in their primary capacity, Gen. Lane a dutiea aaGoTer?°1[of the Territory were of for more importance than those which
devolved on him aa superintendent of Indian aflair* and chal¬
lenged hi. firat and earlieat attention. Eapecially waa it hi.
duty to look to the Government for the protection and Ihe
welfare of that weak and diatant colony, which had been »o

long deprived of the fortering care of the General Govern-
ment.to attend, in other word., to the condition of the set¬
tlor* before informing the Department, at more than four thou-
aand milea dirtanc* of the condition of the Indiana. Giving
the priority, then, to hia executive dutiee, and putUng togethet
the different period, eetabluhed by law within whichhey
were required to be performed-that uto J"^n£tice of the territorial election, ninety day* notice allowed foi
the meeting of the Legialature, one hundredI daya noUce foi
the length of the firat eeeeion, and if only thiriy day. be el-
lowed for taking the cenaua, we have in all more than mn«
month* which the circumstances of the Territoiy might te-

quire, .hould be occupied in the discharge of the* important
duties, before Gen. Lane ought to have been required or ex-
ported to attend to the preparation of hw report on Indian af-
fain. Thia would have brought it down to December 3,
1849, even supposing him to commence his labors the mo¬
ment ^arrived in Oregon, without an interval of rest afte.
hi. long and fatiguing Journey.

, ...But, independent of thi. consideration, he would have been
justified, I presume, in postponing action in the premiMa,
and remaining quieecent, in the absence of the formal written
instructiona which had been prepered for hia guidance, but
which did not reach him in Oregon until the middle of June,
about three montha and a half after hia arrival. Besides, bul
a partial supply of fund, waa received by him to defray the ne-
cessary expenses, and that not until the month of April.
What waa Gen. Lane's conduct under these circumstances

Did he avail himeelf of eny of these excuses, legitimate as
they were, to defer action and to consult hia own eeae and
quiet > No, eir ; the very day after hia arrival he taaued hu
proclamation, and appointed eukable persons to take the cen-
ana in every part of the Teiritory.. The enumeration was
accomplished, and accompUahed too without a coot of money.
But the want of money waa compensated by hi. perwn.l in¬
fluence, by the confidence and attachment he inspired among
the people, end by the xeal in the publie eervice of those
whom be employed. The apportionment waa made among
the different districts, the election was held, and the Legiala-
tttre finally convened in the early part of July, only two or
three week, after the inatrnctions came to hand \ and not un¬
til these infraction, arrived were appointment, received of
sub-agent, of Indians, wkoM duty it wa. to aid the Governor
in the collection of information for the preparation of hw r#
port as Superintendent of Indian Aflaira. Yea, of thi. very
report, which he is now censured for delaying " an unrea-
eonably long time." No aub-agenta received their eppoint-
aenta to aariat him until the middle of June, end yet it waa
determined, and actually attempted to remove him by the ap¬
pointment of a .accessor (a citiien of Indiana) on the 9th of
Aoguat foUowing. Here, then, we have the late Cabinet, m
the plenitude of their magnanimity, allowing Gen. Lane leea
than two months within which to examine 360,000 squaremilea of territory, and to aacertain, a. far aa practicable, the
namee, location, numbers, character, and disposition of the
various tribes and bands of Indiana inhabiting its surface,
and for bis report afterwards to reach Wellington. Bear in
mind, too, that there was no regular mail communication
with Oregon until June last

I have aaid that Geo. Lane did not wait for money or in¬
structions before entering upon the active discharge of his du¬
ties. Bat, sir, he we. not satisfied to stop there. Although,
as before remarked, his executive duties claimed hia firat re¬
gard* yet he found time, beridee discharging them promptly,to give his unwearied and personal attention to his dutiss aa
Superintendent of Indian Afiaha. Long before any sub-
.gents received their appointments to aaaist him, within the
very month after hereached the shore, of Oregon, ha made a
journey of three haodred miles, going and returning, to cer¬
tain tribe, on the Colombia river, on bonnes, connected withthe duties of his offles« hold a *'talkn with csrtain teibss thsre,and succeeded in effecting a peace between tsro others that
ware at war with aaeh other. In the following month,/May,) hearing of the murder of Wallace by the Indian, ooPuget'a Sound, at soms two hundred miles dirtanca, and thatthey threatened to deetroy the settlement there, constating ofbut ten families, who were in hourly expectation of an attack,he visited that place for the purpose of potting it in a elate ofdefence. There ware then no troops in the oountry exceptsome eight or nine men of the rifles. With tax of these heperformed the journey, (ee he did that up the Columbia,) onfoot and in canoee, and effected hi. ultimate object, bringingthe guilty to puotahmwit by doe course of law, and restoringpeece and quiet to the settlement.

Thus, sir, while the civil organisation of the Territory waamaturing under hia general direction, he found time to ac¬quaint himself by travel and observation, with the characterand dtapotation of the mvagee by which the settlements weresurrounded, and of protecting the inhabitants againet their in-cortaona. These ere some of the important objects accom¬plished by Gen. Lane for the safety and welfare of oar weekand scattered colony oo the Pacific coatf, at an early periodof hia mtataon, in the face of almost insurmountable obeta-cles, and with very limited meana. And so little interest, itwould eeem, did the late Cabinet take in our aflaira there, orin the straggle in whieh ha waa thus engaged, that, at theilm« of finiehing hie report, in October, 1849, they had not.deigned to favor him with further instructions, nor with a soli¬
tary communication upon any subject whatever.

TheLeaitaatora, aa before remarked, wasconvened early in
Jaly. It being the first ssstaoo, sod a largo amount of busi¬
ness necesaarily before it, it did not .djourn until^ October.Daring all thi. time Governor Lane wee compelled to be at
the seel of government, ready to aid and co-operate with the
Legislature in ita action. And yet, tar, aeearly as the Md of
that month, ha had prepared hie report, giving a deUitad ac¬
count of the names and numbers | the number ef warriors and
general character, the mode of life and suhstslsnea, end the
disposition towards tho while* whether pacific or tortile, of
sous taxty tribe, and bands of Indian* Inhabiting that exten¬
sive territory. Thia report was dalv received at the Deoart-
ment, and, as I have already said, no oompMat has been

made u to ita character or sufficiency. Nor does it appear
that amy particular benefit would have resulted from iU earlier
preparation, even had that been poaaible.

Mr. President, I referred oo a former occaaion to the fact
that Geo. Lane'e successor.Major Gaioee.with hie family,
were favored by the late Cabinet with a paaaege to Oregon in

a Government vessel, and at the public expenae. I have ainee
ascertained, on inquiry, that, although it ie now more than

since hie appointment, yet he, evep he, haa not

yet made hit report aa Superintendent of Indian Atfiira, with
all the advantage of hie predeceetor's labore to aid him.
And now, in the face of thie array of facta and datee, the

ground ie taken that Gen. Lane waa removed on account of
delay in making hie report!

Mr. EWING. Mr. President, I did not aay ao. I did not

aay it waa becauee he delayed in making his report. What 1
aaid waa, that he bad delayed in making a report aa Commis¬
sioner o( Indian Affairs, and that there were complaints from ihe
Territory. I did not aay any thing about hie removal further
than that.

Mr. WHITCOMB. I would like the honorable 8enator
from Ohio to inform me why be mentioned that bet, unleee it
had a bearing upon the subject of hie removal I

Mr. EWING. That caee was cited as one of the remo¬

vals in which therewas no complaint against the individual. I
said there was complaint; and to the inquiry of the honorable
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Case,) who inquired whether,
if be bad been a Whig, be would have been removed, I did
not reply. I did in the other case distinctly, but not as to
Gen. Lane.

Mr. WHITCOMB. Mr. Preeident, if I have mistaken
the meaning of the 8ena'or from Ohio, he ought to be obliged
to dm for giving him an opportunity for explanation, for Sen¬
ators near me understood him ee I did. The Senator from
Iowa (Mr. Dnsi) bed directly charged that General Lane
and Colonel Weiler had been "atripped of their commissions
for no other offence than their political opinions." On refer¬
ence to the reply of the Senator from Ohio, aa published in the
reported debates, he is represented ae saying, "The Senator
also refera to two caaeo of removals, General Lane, Governor
of Oregon, and Colonel Weller of the boundary commiaaion;
and speaks of these as cases of naked proscription. In thit
he is incomet. Aa to Governor Lane, no report was made
by him to the Department for a very long time after his
appointment. Great complaints were made against him from
the Territory of Oregon and from more authentic and reliable
sources, which the Executive ought to respect There were
therefore reasons for his removal, as well official ae political."
Now, Mr. President, I understood the Senator, by these

remarks, aa denying that General Lane bad been removed for
his political opinions only.as denying that his case was one

of "naked proscription. And as proof of this statement,
he went on to enumerate the real cauees of his removal.
The very first one assigned was the alleged delay in making
his report to the Department. If thie cbargc waa not intro¬
duced as a reason for removal, for what purpose, I repeat,
was it introduced ' Besides, in my reply to the Senator on

the same day, I repeatedly and expressly gave the same

meaning to his remarks which I have now done, and which
he then let pern without correction, and I submit therefore
whether by that omission be is not justly chargeable with my
preeent misapprehension ' HowJrer, I understand the Sena¬
tor now to concede that, although complaints were made
against General Lane, he was not removed on that account,
and consequently that he would have been removed, (" pro¬
scribed " I believe was once the term,) however unexception¬
able bia conduct, public and private, might have been, and
merely on account of bis political opinions. I thank him for
the explanation, late though it be. Had this course of policy
been early avowed by the Senator and bis associates in the
late Cabitet, as applicable to removals generally, the Jreaolu-
tion now before us, I will venture to say, would not have
been introduced, and the Senate would have been spared its
discussion. Gentlemen ought to be satisfied to take the offi¬
ces, without aeeking to deprive the late incumbents of their
character also. 8peaking of my own State, I am satisfied
that auch an imputation was scarcely merited by a single re¬
moved officer within its limits, and every one, I believe, has
been removed, whoee position was of value enough to excite
the cupidity of a neighbor. But I do not now propose, how¬
ever strong the inducement, to speak on that aubject. I
might, indeed, cloee here, were it not that the Senator from
Ohio baa stated that "great complsints were msde against
General Lane from the Territory of Oregon," although it now
seems, by the explanation of the Senator, that they were not
sufficient, even in his estimation, to justify his removal from
office. The Senator has not thought proper to enlighten us

aa to the nature of these complaints, nor to give us the names
of the authors. Nor is it pretended that the late Cabinet
ever allowed General Lane an opportunity of knowing, mucb
less of defending himself against them. Now, sir, I venture
to say that no charge derogatory to his character would have
been publicly made, for the reason that none could have been
truthnilly made in Oregon, where General Lane was known.
In every point of view they are now to be regarded as nothing
but anonymous attacks, without point or specification* and
consequently ausceptible only of negative proof. But even
that proof ie at band, and of a moet triumphant charaster. It
will be appended as a fitting conclusion to my published re¬

marks, and consists of sundry reeolutions passed by the Ter¬
ritorial Legielature, highly commendatory of the conduct and
policy of General Lane ae Governor of the Territory, aa Su¬
perintends of Indian Affairs, and as to the purity of his pri¬
vate life. These resolutions were passed as late as the 18th
of May last, after his removsl from office, when he had again
mingled among his follow-citixens as a private individual, and
without official favor or patronage to bestow. They were a

voluntary tribute of regard to a retiring officer, who bad just
relinquished the power.and influence of office to bis successor,
by whose appointment he had been supplanted. Tbey were

paased too, I believe, unanimously, (and of course without
distinction of party,) and yet the third resolution significantly
expresses the sincere regret of the Assembly that the Presi¬
dent of the United States had deprived the people of Oregon
of the future services of one so eminently useful, and who en¬

joyed " the unbounded confidence of the people over whom
be was placed."

Mr. President, I bave done. I had not designed, nor is it
necessary, to pass an encomium on the character of General
Lane. A simple narrative of his life would constitute bis best
eulogy, the lending events of which are already embalmed in
the grateful recollections of his countrymen. TOere he stands,
the architect of his own fame and fortunes, for above the
reach of calumny. The shafts of defamation fall harmless at
bis feet, and the meditated mischief will only serve to rally
around him the sympathies of a just and grateful people.
Be it retotved Ay the Legula&vc Attembly of the Territory ofOregon, Thatthe coarse of Gen. Jos. Lane, as Superintendentof Indian Affaira, meets with tbeir fullett approbation, and that

his extraordinary energy in that department merits the thanks
of the people of Oregon. That the just policy, coupled with
the great firmness he has exeroised towards the numerous In¬
dian tribes within the Territory, have secured the most peace¬
ful relations with them, and that tew could have accomplished
ao successfully what his kindness, integrity, and Srmness have
done to secure the bonds ofa lasting peace with the tribes sur¬
rounding us.
Beoohed, That in the discharge of his executive duties aa

Governor of Oregon, he haa uniformly acted with a view to
the best interests of the vhole peobU, and that hla demeanor
in office has afforded no ground q% just complaint, but on the
contrary has been such as to meet the best expectations and
warmest wishes of the people.
Reookred, That they regret sincerely that the President of

the United States has deprived the Territory of Oregon of the
future services of one so eminently useful, and whose useful¬
ness waa enhanced by the unbounded confidence of the people
over whom he was placed.Betohed, That the conduct of Gen. Lane in his private lite
has been such as to secure the warmest friendship of the people,and the purity of his private relatione has not been less tnan
his energy haa been great in the discharge of his official duties.

A. L. LOYEJOY, Speaker.
SAM. PARKER, President.

Paased l>th May, 1S50.

rrtHE MUBMCRIBBR wishes to discover the present re-
1 sidenee of Mr. ... Littlefield and Sarah Jane Little-

field, hie wife. Please communicate with
CATHARINE BARTLESON,

Freehold, Monmouth county, New Jersey.
dec 17.w3w

NUT1CB .jy HB1KM|

rE will of Isjae S. Sweringen, late of Franklin countyIndiana, deceased, provides that after the death of his
widow, notice shall be given to his legal distributees to prove
their right to share in the distribution of his personal eatate,
and that all who do not make auch proof within three years
from the giving of soch notice shall be precluded from any
share whatever in such distribution. Mrs. Barbara Sirer-
ingen, the widow of mid testator, died 4th July, lUi No¬
tice in aecordanee with the will waa then given. Hitherto but
a single claim, out of a number known to exist, haa been
proved. All persons interested are warned that said estate
will be probably distributed some time during the year 1851.
The amount is about $5,000. The undersigned will give all
information in hla power, and afford every facility for making
the necessary proot J. D. HOWLAND,

dec 9.wp3t Brookville, Indiana.

NeCLlRTOCK YOUNG,
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW,

HAYING reaigned the office of Chief Clerk of the Trea-
aury Department, which he haa held for the laat sixteen

years, has resumed the practice of his profession.
He wiU devote his principal attention to the prosecution of

Claims before Congress, the several Departments, and Com¬missioners oo Foreign Indemnities.
To enenre early attention to claima against the War, Navy,Home, and Poet Office Departments, including business with

the Patent Office, be has made arrangements with the moat
efficient agents in Washington to assist him, by which busi-

°* .nJr natwre connected with the Government confided to
u

certain to be acted oo in the most prompt man¬
ner. He haa made arrangements to superintend a Lena Agen-cyfer tho purahaae, sale, leaaing, or renting of lands in the
several States and Territories. Terms made known on ap¬plications, pott paid.Office at his residence en F, between 19th and 13th streets.A/Nncsr.-.Hon. R. B. Taney, Chief Justice of the Uni-ed States, and gentlemen who have been heada of Departments°r members ofeitber House of Congress since the year 1839.Ian 14.ly

CONGRESS.
Monday, December 23, 1850.

IN SENATE.
Mr. Dawsos, from the 8tale of Georgia, appeared in his

.eat to-day.
MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS.

Mr. COOPER preaented tbe memorial of Ezekiel Lincoln,
proposing to carry the mail between Philadelphia and Rio de
Janeiro, touching at P<.rnambuco, ooce a month, and asking
that a contract with him for that purpoae may be authorix«d
by law 5 which waa referred to tbe Committee on Commerce.

Mr. SMITH preaented tbe memorial of Amoe M. John-
aon, repreaentiog that be baa diacovered a mode of present¬ing tbe potato rot, which he propoaea to make known for a
valuable consideration. He atatee that tbe annual loss from
tbe diaeaae may be aet down, judging from the crop in hia
own vicinity, at one million of dollars, which he thinke a
low estimate. He aaya that, after observation and expert-
meats, be thinks be baa discovered the nature of tbe disease,
and that it is as marb in the power of man to prevent its
ravagea in the potato field as it is to prevent the ravages of
tbe smallpox in tbe human family. He aaya also that bis
discovery ia rendered of much greater importance by ibe fact
that the poorest and moat illiterate can understand tbe sub¬
ject so as to avail themselves of ha advantages. Tbe memo¬
rial was referred to tbe Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. CLAY presented two memorials from A. J. Bayard
and other citixene of the United States, asking the adoption
of some legislation that will tend to prevent tbe unnecessary
destruction of life on board steamers and other veaaels » which
was referred to tbe Committee on Commerce.

THE TAR1PP.
Mr. CLAY. I have also a petition upon the subject of

tbe tariff, from a number of citisens of Blair county, in the
State of Pennsylvania, who represent themselvee to be manu¬
facturers and laborers and others engaged in the various voca¬
tions of life. They complain vary much of the operations of
the tariff) and are extremely desirous that some modi¬
fication should be made, so as to aecure a fair and proper in¬
troduction of goods from abroad without abuse, and at the
same time afford reasonable protection to the interests of the
country. I move that the reading of It be dispensed with,
and that it be referred to the Committee on Manufactures.

It waa ao referred.
Mr. CLAY. I have also a memorial, signed by a very re

spectable citixen, who is personally known tome, John Tim-
berlake, of Monticello, Albemarle county, in the State of
Virginia. His memorial relates alao to tbe aubject of the ta¬
riff. He repreaente that he has engaged near Monticello (the
former residence of the late M". Jeflerson) in an extensive
manufacture of cotton, having inveated some sixty or seventy
thousand dollara in that business; that be baa bestowed upon
it every attention, practised every economy, and resorted to
all measures which presented themselves to him to render his
business at leaat reasonably profitable. He atatea that under
tbe tariff of 1842 be received . fair and remunerative profit
upon his capital, aot extravagant, but suffiisnt (<> encourage
tbe business! that under the operation of the tariff of 1848
be a liable and in danger of utterly loeing the whole amount
of his capital, and has been obliged to diemias about one-ball
of tbe hands, and the other moiety with which he ie at work
are laboring under the greatest difficulty. * The memorial is

extremely well written. Tbe petitioner is a sensible and
practical man, and one of high character and atanding, as I
happen to know peraonally.

Mr. President, I will take oocaaion to aay that I do hope
that now, when there ia an apparent calmneaa upon the aur-
face of public af&irs.which I hope is real, and that it will re
main without disturbing the deliberations of Congress during
the preaent session.for one, T should be extremely delight¬
ed if the subject of the tariff of 1846 could be taken up in a

liberal, kind, and national spirit; not with any purpoae of re¬

viving those high rates of protection which at former periods
of our country were eatablisbed for various causes, sometimes
from sinister causes, but to look deliberately at the operations
of the tariff of 1846, and without disturbing its essential pro-
visions, I should like a consideration to be given to the ques¬
tion of the prevention of frauds and great abuaes, of the ex¬
istence of which there can be no earthly doubt. Whether
some suitable legislation cannot take place for that purpoae
ought to be deliberately conaidered. We should see whether
we cannot, without injury, without prejudice to the general
interests of the country, give some better protection to the
manufacturing interests than is now afforded.
The fact ia no longer doubtful that the fires are extinguiah-

ed and extinguishing dsily in the furnacea of the country.
The fact is no longer doubtlul that the spindles and looms are

daily atopping in the country. Whether it is possible to ar-
reat this downward courae, and to tbrow a little spirit of nope
and encouragement into thia great iodustnal interest without
agitating the country generally, and without any extravagance
of legislation, are questions, I think, very well worthy of se¬
rious consideration; and I hope, in the calm which we are

allowed at preaent to enjoy in relatioa to other great topics
which have ao long and ao diaaatrously agitated the country,
that at some early period during the present session this sub¬
ject will be taken up and dealt with »n a spirit of kindness,
and harmony, and nationality.

8ir, after having said so much, I move thst the memorial
be referred to the Committee on Manufactures, and I aak thai
it be printed, and that that question be referred to the propei
committee to decide.
The memorial was referred to tbe Committee on Manufac¬

tures and the question of printing was referred to the Com¬
mittee on Printing.

LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL.
Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice, asked leave to bring

in a bill to remit the tolls on the United States stock in the
Louisville and Portland canal company, and to purchaae the
aharea of individual atockholdera, and to make tbe navigation
of tbe canal free.

_On presenting his bill to ask thia leave, Mr. B. said :
Mr. Preaident: It ia known to all that the United States

own a part of the aharea in the Louisville and Portland canal
company, and levy and collect tolla thereon that these tolli
are heavy, and oppressive upon Western commerce, and that
repeated applicationa have been made for their euppresaon by
purchaae of the whole stock by the United 8tatee, and its fu¬
ture management as a public work, free from interests,
and free from all tolls for profit or emolument.

^

These appli¬
cations, often made, have heretofore been abortive : but, con¬
vinced of their justice, I now make a further effort to accom¬
plish their object, impelled to it not only by general con¬
siderations in favor of the whole West, but by special reasons
applicable to the commerce between 8l Louis and Louisville,
and which, from the frequency of the voyagee between the
two places, makea the toll fall with greateat weight upon the
8t. Louis boat.

All know the general fact of theee tolls; their oppressive
effect | the applications to Congress for their suppression, and
the failure of these applicationa : but I deem it due to the
preaent occasion, and the magnitude of the evil, to reproduce
the statements which have been ao often heard, and to re¬
inforce tbe old applicationa by such new facts and reasons aa
time and experience enable me to add.
Tbe whole capital stock of the company is one million of

dollars, divided into 10,000 sharea of #100 each. Of this
stock the United Statee took *,903 aharea, amounting to
#338,5001 and, up to January, 1842, received in tolla the
sum of #367,778.being #24,278 more then the amount in-
vested in the stock.the only instance, perhaps, in which Ibe
United States ever made money by going into profit and loos
operational and a case in which the Federal Government
should he ashamed of ha profits.

In January, 1843, a change took ptace in the Managementof the stock of the canal. The individual stockholders, press¬ed by tbs public cry for a free canal, undertook to make it
free by a proem oftheir own. They obtained an act from the
General AaeemMy of Kentucky authorising the payment of
dividends to atockholdera to cease, and all the nett profits to
be applied to tbe purchase of stock, to be held in trust for the
United Statee until tbe whole of tbe individual stock should
be purchseed < when it ehouid be transferred to the United
States, upon condition that she would collect no higher toll
than should be neoeseary for the care and management of the
canal. The atock of the United States waa included in this
arrangement, ao that no dividends have come into the publicTreasury since thst time. This change has been in operation
since January, 1843, and the results, at the last statement of
the affairs of tbe eompeny, on the let of January, 1850,
shows 7,660 aharee to have been ao purchseed j leaving but
3,360 sharea to be subsequently acquired. By information
just received from gentlemen connected with the company, I
learn that 400 more eharee will be purcheaed on tbe 1st dsyof January, 18611 leaving at that time but 1,960 eharee to
be acquired to complete tbe extinction of the private interests
in the stock.

These are the results ; but on whet terms obtained is stil
to be stated \ for it is not to be supposed that tbe individual
atockholdera have given up their dividends without terms or
conditions i and such has not been the feet. The eompenymade terms, not with the United States, but with tbs com¬
pany itself and with tbe General Assembly ofKentucky t and
theee terme were, thai the individual atockholdera, in lieu of
dividends, ehouid receive aix per cent, interest, or nins dollars
on the chare annually.the share being valued at #160 each.
Under thia process a share east #169 in January, 1843 j in

January, 1860, #318 , and in January, 1861, would cost
$332 i and ao go on increaaing nine dollars annually on the
share until the echeme accomplished itself; which would pro¬
bably be about the year 1866.
The bill proposse to pay #300 a share for the remaining

individual atock aay 1,960 aharee.after the first day of
January, 1861. It iahigh, but considerably below the pre¬
sent cost, snd fer below wh it it will be before the purchaae
of the stock will be completed tinder tbe present plan. » »

high, but it is the feull of Congress thst it Is so. £'<Mndsy of the completion of the canal, tbe voice of tbe Wsst h»s
bsen unanimous for its freedom. Congress was aeauaUy

titionrd to ex'inguish the interest of private individuals, and
make the canal free. It might bate been done on easy terms
in tbe beginning. A bill actually passed both bouses of Con-
grea* about fifteen year* ago to make the purchase. It waa
du ing the administration of Gen. Jack*oo, who had urgently
recommended the measure. But the bill waa in bad company,
and ah»red tbe fate of all who keep such company, whether
people or bills. It shared their fate, and waa vetoed aiming
the rest.flagrant prool of the mischief of incongruous conjunc¬
tions. The result of that loss of tbe meaaure has been (he
rise of the etock from $ 117 to $822 tbe share, with the cer¬

tainty of its rising to about $265 in five years, oppressing
Western commerce all the while, as it already has been op¬
pressed for eighteen years, with a grievous tax.
The toll is enormous.60 cents per ton, and upon all boat*,

whether flat, keel, or steam ; and in all conditions, whether
empty or full. The enormity of this tax can be judged from
a few plain data, applicable to all boats. Thus, tbe cost of
an Ohio river steamboat, complete for running, is about $80
per ton ; and the number of times that she pays fifty cents
upon that $80 depends upon tbe number of times that she
parses the canal. This is different, according to tbe ports to
which tbe boats may trade. Between St. Louis and Louis¬
ville ia most frequent, because tbe two nearestmain porta, mak¬
ing the round trip every week: between Cincinnati and 8t.
Louie next, doing the round trip in eight days ? then Pitts¬
burg and 8t. Louis next, doing the trip in two weeks; and
then all tbe Ohio boats above the canal, going to New Or¬
leans, and making the trip up and down on an average of
three weeka to four. In this way some of the boats have to
pay the tax twice a week < some twice in eight daye; others,
twice in two weeks ^ and otbera again twice in three or four
weeks. If tbe bost only had to ipay it once, and went free
tbe remainder of her life, it might do.there Bight be no
great ground of complaint. But such repetition, eo rapid,
and incessant.twice a week at tbe shortest, and twice in
three or four weeks at the longeet.the aggregate becomes
enormous.

Let us illustrate the operation of this tax in its application
to a single boat.one plying betweeo 8t. Louis and Louis¬
ville, and of medium sine, two hundred tons.although the
six* makes no difference, the tax being on tbe ton, and the
tonnage cost of the boat the same. A boat of this siie will
cost $16,000, and, making the round trip weekly, will pay
$200 . week. Suppose six weeks to be lost by ice in the
rivers, and ten or eleven deducted for passages over the falls
when the Ohio is above tbe common stage, and we may have
forty weeks in the year in which to pay the tax. This is
half the coet of the boat! In two years she pays in taxes for
going through the canal her whole coet, and so on, every
two year* ss long as she run* ! And this holds good of all
hosts in tbe 8t. Louis and Louisville trade; and, with some
deduction for less frequent voysgee, this is the case with all the
boets which navigate the Ohio. 8uch a tax is enormoue and
frightful. It loee* the character of a tax, and takea that of a
fine, a mulct, a penalty, inflicted on the boat for a trespass.
Yet this fine exists.has existed for near twenty years.the
United States receiving her proportion of the penalties.and
thus pocketing fines upon Western commerce and Western
travelling; for the amount levied on the boat is necessarily
reimbursed to the boat by a levy on the freight and pas¬
sengers.

It is time to put an end to such enormities, and my bill pro¬
poses to do it, and that effectually and immediately. The
first section directs tbe remission of the tolls on all tbe stock
held by tbe United 8tates in its own name. That is 2,902
shares, being upwards of a fourth, and nearly a third of the
whole; so tbat tbe proposed immediate remission would be a
relief to that amount. The second section authoriiea and di¬
rects the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase tbe remaining
individual stock, and appropriates $390,000, or $200 a share,
far that purpose ; and remits all tolls upon that event except
what is necessary to tbe preeervation of the canal. The third
section authorizes the Secretary of tbe Treasury to receive a
transfer ofthe stock purchssed under the operation of the law
of Kentucky of 1842; and to accept the sole ownership of
the canal upon the terms of that act. Tbe fourth section is
one of precaution only, and for which there will probably be
no necessity, hot which is added to complete the structure of
the bill, and to ensure the success of its object. It applies to
the stock purchased in trust for the United States, and with
the money of the United 8tates, and, so far as I know, with¬
out the consent of the United 8tates. It waa a thing done
under an act of tbe General Assembly of Kentucky, and by
a resolve of the private stockholders. The United States seem
to have bad nothing to do with it, but I propose to sanction
tbe arrangement, and to provide for its fulfilment. Of the
stock so purchased in trust, upwards of the one-third, and
near tbe one-half.to be precise, as 2.902 is to 7.098.be¬
longs to the United 8tates, and, being purchased with her
money, needs no trustee to bold it for ber; except upon the
condition of complying with the act of Kentucky, to which
she was not a party. The bill which I propose to introduce
providee for that compliance; so that the only object which
tbe Kentucky Legislature had in view will be accomplished.

I have now presented the evil, Mr. President, and the
remedy; tbe evil a grievous oppression upon Western com¬
merce.the remedy an immediate relief from that oppression
by an expenditure of $390,000 out of tbe public treasury,
Western commerce has itself extinguished the private stock
down to that amount by the enormous tolls which it has

. been paying. Will Coograe* grant this sum to cure such
an evil f Will it do this little for internal, while doing so
much for external commerce ) I do not complain of what is

I done fer foreign commerce; but I deem it fair on this occa-
1 sion to compare the two branches of commerce together.
' external and internal.and to see the merits of each, and
how little is done for one and how much for the other. I

¦ assume the internal commerce of the United States to be
greater than ils external, and to employ more people, and to
be more innocent in its transaction, because it involves us
with no foreign Power; and less onerous in its care, be-
eauie it requires the protection of no fleets, nor the guardian-' ahip of ambassadors and consuls, and but little aid from
forts, lighthouses, sea-walls, or breakwaters. Foreign oom-

1
merce, on the contrary, draws heavily and annually upon all
these fource* of dauger to the Government, or expeoae tothe
treasury. Tbe sum estimated for the support of the nevy.
chiefly kept up for the protection of foreign commerce, and

! for defence in the wars in which it may involve u*.is, for
the ensuing year, $6,420,864.61; for support of the light-
house establishment the estimates are, for the oil and lighting
$162,081.69; for repairs of lighthouses $89,698.64; for
expenses of lightboats $86,816.24; for expenses of beacons
and buoys $37,008 02; for annual salaries of lighthouse
keepers $119,403.33$; for completion of lighthouses
$33 000. 8upport of ministers and consuls $280,000 j sup¬
port of seamen abroad #126,000; for the coast survey
$860,000 i for continuing the Delaware breakwater $60,000;
besides $260,000 to begin it, and five previous continuations
of $270,000, $100,000, $100,000, #140,000, and
$160,000.

,These are some of the expenses incurred, and that annu¬

ally, for the protection of foreign commerce.not all, but the
greater part, except the ware in which this protect!no some¬
times involves us.as that of 1812 with Great Britain, au¬

thentically proclaimed for free trade and sailors' rights.
I do not cite theee items of expenditure, great as they are,

for tbe purpose of objecting to them, but to show how lavish
we are of the public money in support of external commerce;
and in tbat point of view, and as the higheet illustration of

r our care over foreign commerce, I must notice, a little in
detail, one of the items of appropriations which I have quo-
ted.th»i for the coast survey. This work in the British
service is done by the navy. It is under the direction of
naval officers, and is executed by tbe men and the ships of
the nsvy. But with us the navy is not trusted with H. It
is done by a civil superintendent, and under the supposition
that it will be more skilfully done than if under the direction
of a na*al officer. I do not meddle with the qoeetion of the
capacity or incapacity of our naval officers to do what ia done
by British officers. My business now is with Congress, and
to show its extraordinary care over the interests at foreign
commerce. This is a pre-eminent instance of that care. Upon
the a«*uoption that a civil superintendent cm direct the work
more skilfully than a naval officer.upon an assumption that
oar naval officers cannot do this work well enough.upon
that mere assumption, hardly amounting to suspicion^ and
tbat against probability.a director from civil life iaput.attbe bead of tbe business; a new bureau, almost amounting
to a department, ie created, demanding this year #360,000;
actually coating #406,000 for the current year; although the
whole cost for the first thirty year* of the business was onlyabout #890,000. The large sum demanded last year waa
voted without a word ; tbe large sum demanded this year will
doobtlaee go with equal readiness, and without the neceerityof s word from any body. And all this, not becauee the na¬
val officer* cannot do the work, but upon tbe anramptiontbat a civil superintendent can do it batter. Such is the ex¬
traordinary care of Congress to provide for tbe esse, safety,
and convenience of foreign commerce, while oppressing tbe
domestic commerce of tbe West for twenty years with a tax
amounting to a fine, end now hesitating to grant one year's
amount of the appropriation for the coast survey to relieve
tbat commerce from that infliction. Western commerce, by
peying the tax itself, hae freed the canal down toJ390,000.
Will Congrses do the rest f
To obviate all other objectione, and to satisfy* the most

scrupulous, either on the point of money or the constitution,
I have to eay that the United Statee hae received beck in di-
vidende paid into the treasury before 1842, the eum of
#267,778, being #84,278 more than the atock her ; and
tbat tbe State of Kentucky, on the coodition of making the
canal free except for ite expenses.has by a legislative act
vested the jurisdiction of tbe canal in the United States.

I now aak leave to bring in the bill.
.A BILL to remit the tolla on the United State* ateek in the

LouieviUeand Portland Canal Company, and tm purchasethe share* of indiTidual stockholders, and to make tbe navi¬
gation of mid aaaal free.59eit enacted, Ue. That the tolla aeeruii* on twe thousand

nine hundred and two shsres of United Statee sleek in the
Louisville and Portland Canal Coaapanv ahall be -remitted in
fevor of all boata on which tbe aeaae ahsll accrue, and no col¬
lection shall be asade thereot

.

alsiS'tf.sftTiatsa2

I pU[char,f°r the United Sutel' »t such fair and equitable brio
''. -i1,1 .*r®.e "P00' the remains doe of the stock held U<

i!?, T* !J J" ? m'.d canaI coraP#n7 J and the ram of thre!
hundred and ninety thousand dollar*, out of any money in thi
Irearary not otherwise appropriated, ia hereby appropriate
^"Y the. exLPcn«f of such purchases { and upon every shan
purchased the collections of tolls shall immediately cease

.n«f the amount thereof be remitted in faror of theWTo,
wnich the same accrued.

«n.CCrJ-' ** 'i furt*er enacted, That immediately 01

completing the purchase for the United States of the remain
ing nock held by individuals in said caoaheompany. the Secre¬
tory of the Treasury of the United States ahall demand and
receive from the Directors ot said company a transfer of all

f^tk^nWbieh haTe been P*irchased in tru I

xLulkrn!!rpk'te< UD^*r th* Mt ofthe General Assembly ol
Kentucky ol February 81, 1843, amendatory of the charter ol

.haUev« aod'j,erMfier »»o other or higher tolls
Jltii £ «

collected on boats or craft passing said canal than

^Hberafficienttokeepthe same in SpSr.and ^.1l£
olaZMrSPr* "nd expenses 5 ¦nd a report

and s drtShS^ ^'lnP0,®d. *** <* the amount eollected,
tendeoce C.^i-C?POr^? atpenditurea for repairs, superin-
mT^ii^!*. "P""". and of the boats passing the

c*ts&si^ssur,h,""* rf -

uJ*r*>*r enacted. That if within ninety
°* ,hii 'et th« wbo,e ofthe stock in said

JTtV.?to the Unitod Sutel «»>all not be trans-
retired to her, and if the whole remaining M4 bv indi-

vjduals shall not be sold to the United £atea, then an Tmme-
nrX. !mV,0a tolls accruing, sodas much

purchasedia trust as shall hay.h&T^hZd
*j a'h,*mooeJ from dividends belonging to the Uni-
ted States ; and the Secretary ofthe Treasury ¦w*»| forthwith

UJV1 ,toek «o held or acquired uTbeTully voted upon

pairs, preservation, and management of the.

i«.°f Mi-""»PPI- Of course I do not propose

Ell . i .1 7 T** **^ 8~lor to totroJEfZ
re^£ whkTT ,

00 ** 0CCMWn- But on. or two
remarks which he nude require a brief reply. Thoueh not

of tha *"» the »*nater has made
atnment egainat the coast survey. He claims that it ii

an assumption, . bare assumption, that tha navy is not abh

*"7 . r#?ai ^ 14,6 eurvey. It ia no as

sumption. It m the reaalt of experience. The coast survei
was originally under the control ofthe Treasury Department
inXT n'h 10^ .*^7 D*P*r1ment» «*d broke dowi
in its hands. It has atnee been restored to the Treasury De
pertinent, under the administrstion of which it hss become i
work honorable to thi- country and admired in otherT
ImfeS !h!«!? ¦ «>jdrographical work.

the ktnd of work which it performs would incline dm
to believe tha», if it were to be transferred at all, it should kx
to the army and not to the nary.the topographical h«mi

th! bydiographical part of the week.
Nor is it for commerce alone that the coast is surveyed. It

-tW*e?tla!ly necessary for naval defence that we should bevc
accurate charts of oar coMt, and that we should have them
made upon peat principles, which will determine even faturs
change* as far as the wisdom of man is capable of doing so.
But a werd or two in relation to this canal. 8ome Are

from'tSJstTJ^he House of Representatives, a member, then
from the 8tste of Kentucky, made this same proposition. I
objected to it then upon the ground that I could see no great
i?rrnce rT u

P^P0"1400 ««> . proposition te con-
struct a canal within the limits of a State. I objected to it

*re,t P»ceeds which were said to accrue
° J\e . } foond wen invested in stock in the

SfJlli. The.d,T,denid« "Web the Federal Government re-

on IS'"1 IDTC,lted 10 ,tock' the* Processes steadily going
du.7. .Sr)a "i. 01,1 8tock in the h'nd« of the indivi-

.. J ylThe° p,r?,POMd .to !hat member that all the stock owned by
^s United States in that canal should be surrendered to the

*iUP°n Ct>nd't,0D8 that the toll« of the canal should

braced in Proportion to the reduction made in the capital
HWrnLn! (?0,erniMDt surrendering its shsres.

Mn hn "Tj" 10 tbe proposition. If the United 8tates
can buy a canal they can certainly build one. Then, with

SsufficSfo ih
D°W' U might be,r«ued toat the canal ia
con"Derc6 of ,he nver. The Government

would be called upon to widen the canal, to increase the
f kf ^ <leepf,n itf *nd *° °°- After all that

Aonld be d°ne, it would devolve upon the Government to

." e,ub',rf,me»» of officers within the Stale of Ken-

work v <^°* m reP*ir- 1 ®"ch prefer that this

8tate Thi iflL f KeDtUcky Ao,,,d ^nf to that

s22' IwJIS?" °°th,t C"n*1 ,hould appointed by the
ht" bl]1 Presents another means of multiplying Fed-

ernm^r'ni^f -I?* °g tha mlloence of the Federal Gov-
ernment still further over the Slates. I object to it for that
icovOIl*

1 have no doobt also that the work would be more econo-

=rPrT2 I '^company thlD by^ Pedefll Qoy
ernment. I bold that if the Federal Government were to
construct any work to avoid the Falls of the Ohio, it should

V * BWiowl hi8hway, upon the rive<

. Jk ? ft W,^l0 the 1'"^'ction of a State. It aeems tc
me that the objection I entertained from the time thii

t0 mj Dolioe' »»¦ good and valid
objection to tbe bill now proposed.

Leave to introduce the bill was then granted. It was read
* and ,,ecood u®e »>J't' title, and referred, with seme

CdCanalT l° aui"er' to ,b« CommiUee on Roads

V /"I.". ?LAtMB IK CALIFORNIA.
Mr. liWIW. Mr. Preaident, in accordance with the notice

7ulZ,' 7$ "f'. nV 10 Uko UP Senate bill

? rr
'
" rJT!*,Uln 'Dd "e,tJe *be private land daims in

California. The subject is one of great importance is my

*u,nd to tbe whole country, and cannot be tZ
speedily acted on. It is wall known that there is much ex¬
citement and exasperation of feeling on the subject of land
cWms in California, which can orly be allayed by the pas¬
sage of a bill through Congress for tha settlement of the*e
claims. As an evidence of the state of feeling on the sub-

fA e.jQst recw*ed a note from a gentleman, a resident
of Cabforms, now in this city, which I will read to the Sen-
ale. I know nothing of the facts stated, never having beard
of them until I received the note :

-II?- *RP?" fy./ advices from 3aenunento that the
parties there elaimfng under Capt. Sutter have not only soo-
oesded m obtaimng authority from the courts to qeet a settler

j <7rn 1^,u,d, b**8 built upon what he
believesto be public domain, but have also got judgment for

!moa.D.t " back ret and damages, for tbe al-

m 1.-.

sr2-3W®£
CnrrI^.nr.S?rtS tbeJ?nfo««>««o collirions that have oc-

221 m tC?llfor?!** *re tobe deplored by every good
0,1,1 this note before the S^atTnot to

controversy, but to show tbe nesesasity of
immediate action on the bill I propose to take up for consider-

agreed to"00** iimuAm ^ mo{ioa »o take up the bill was

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will rtate the condition
^!k IP**"5 aPPew" to have been an amendment

offered a» the Isst session by the Senator from Ohio, (Mr.
m
wlU now be considered.

' Tb"t amendment is the one which I new

propose. Originally it was offered by tbe 8enator from Ohio.
" was ordered to be printed, and I now propose it w a sub¬
stitute for tbe whole bill.
The PRESIDENT. The proposition of the 8onator from

California is to strike out all after the enacting clause, and

bTreed "ul>Btita,e wbicl1 been printed, and which will

,.
Mr- ®Jr,rril Mr- Preaident, the bill ofiared by my col-

35" ,F"K(n7) Bt tbe last session to settle land
daims in California ia defective, in my opinion, first, as
to the time and places of the sittings of the commission «!
JJ»cond, giving the commission power to act upon claims

T* ^ wir nnAtr ,b* >ocal govsrn-
¦wrte that existed in tbe eoontry up to the treaty of peace;
and thirdly, not conferring upon the United 8tetee tbe right
°f appeal fraoa the decisions of the board. With tbeee ex-

oepuon^ I am in fcvor of the bill, and tbe substitute I have
°«red varies but littfe with the exceptions stated from the
other provisions of the bill.
The original bill locates the points at which the commie.

«on shlllat; snd specifies the daye when it shall meet.
Wy substitute givee the power to the President to order the
eitting of the board at such points as tbe public intereete may
require. This is certainly an improvement, for we know not
wben it may be neceesary to qoiet tbe community by having
the land claima m that vicinity acted on without delay by the
board. The original bill puts of the meeting of the bourd
at Sacramento to October next, when, in my opinion, it should
meet there immediately on ita organisation.

8dly. I do not think any power ehoald be given to the
boeri <o deride on land claima that have originated since the
war. We know that there can be no legal claims since that
nm* for after the conqueet of the eouotry on the 7th of July.
1846, no power bed tbe right to create land claims but the

* the United Stele., and, aewe know, none have
originated under the action of tbetGovernment. Every Isnd

tiwL"!}?" duSctw '. cseated without su-

tbority of law. The board ofcommierioners should have cow-

",7*^.^ ^L"°cb cUim*»^^ be confirmed, if at
*!!'y dir0ct action of Congress. Bknow thereare elahne

bL iwu-
l^Z^!r!!^?,0f,a, °°,ht 10 oooftm» "W11 ahaM call the at-

Senate to them al an early day.
lh2'J b* "ft1 of appeal from the decision of the board
iT lELn,*i to tke United Stales as well as to the

rfsSSL ooptroreny amounts to hundreds
ot millions of dollars. There ie much sxcilemsnt in Califor-

5 r*>"d *° P.** .awl elateas. There is e suspicion in
the country that soese are frmodulsnt and othere detective.
a^ ought not to be.

'

AH parties are willing to 1st the 8upreme Court of the
Uaited States act finelly on these dmam. Ami lia ¦" »

putted restricting the right of appeal to that tribune ,i
creete great dissatisfaction in the country, end IB« ooskj
commissioners will be looked upon with suspicion
beginning to the end of their labors. There ere e hundred
thousand Americen citizens in that country who have no lend,
end who are anxiously awaiting the determination of ine

private land claima, that they may settle on the public lends,
and avail themselves of the donation or pre emption law.
Any act of Congress that will create the suspicion in the
minds of these people that the owners of private land claim*
are favored by it to the prejudice of the United States, under
whom they expect to bold lends, will crsate a fisrce commo¬
tion in the couttry. I wish to avoid ibis, and there!we pro-
poee to amend the bill by granting the right of appeal to both.

'*Theae are the materiel pointa of difference in the bill of
my colleague and that proposed by roe. In regard to the de¬
tails, we do not differ, end the bill 1 now propose wee pffpared after consultation between us, leeving ths questions
above referred to to be settled by the 8enate.
The 8*csrrAST read the substitute for the original bill as

modified, and the question being taken on its adoption it was
|gynnJ to.
The PRESIDENT. The bill ie still before the Senate in

Committeee ef the Whole, end is open to amendment.
Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I was engsged in lead¬

ing over the substitute for the bill when the question was
taken. I had not made up my mind about the operation of
the amendment. I wish to look a little more deeply mtort.
and I would prefer to have some one who voted for he subu¬
late move a reconsideration of the vote.
The PRESIDENT. It will be in the power of the Sena¬

tor to move any amendment after the substitute is reported to
the Senate.
The bill was then reported to the 8enate.
Mr. OWIN. I move to amend the bill in the tenth line

of the fourth section by inserting after the word 44 claimant
the words .* or ths district attorney."The amendment wae agreed to.

i , .Mr. BENTON. I now move to postpone the further con ¬

sideration of the bill till to-morrow, and to make it a special
order for that day.

. .Mr. WALKER- I hope that ft will not be made the
special order for to-morrow, if the effect will be to cause it to
take the place of other special orders which have already been
bmmIgs
Mr. GW1N. I hope there will be no objection to its being

made the special order for to-morrow, for 1 believe there will
be little or no discussion. I have a perfect confidence that if
the Senator from Missouri wishesjto offer an amendment the
Senate will agree to it. There is no new principle in this bill
making it to diffsr from those of a similar character which
have been pesssd during ths last forty years.

Mr. MANOUM. As the substitute for the original bill has
keen modified since it was printed, and an additional section
has been added, I move that it be printed.
Mr. EWING. I propoes to amend the bill by striking out

after the word 44 shall," in the 30th line of the 7th section,
down to the end of the 32d line, the words 44 ipso /ncfo revert
to the public domain, saving for a time not exceeding -

veers the rights of infante, feme covertes, and inrane P®"°ns,
and ineerting the words 44 be treated as part ofths public do¬
main." As it now stands it says the land ..shall revert to the
public domain." That ie what we cannot do. We cannot
make land that is vested revert.
The amendment was agreed to.

, ,The question was then taken on the motion to print the
bill as amended, and it was agreed to.
The motion to make the further consideration of the bill the

special order for to-morrow was also agreed to.
CHRISTMAS HOLYDAYS.

Mr. GWIN. There are several Executive communica¬
tions which I should like to have acted upon to-day, and if
there is no other pressing busineee I would move to proceed
to the considerstion of Executive businees.

Mr. WALKER. There are some special orders which I
should like to bsve reached and taken up.

Mr. MANGUM. At the requeet ol several gentlemen 1
move that when the Senate adjourns it adjourn to meet on
Thursday next. I understand that the other branch of Con¬
gress has adjourned to meet on that day.

Mr. FOOTE. 1 hope that motion will prevail; we all want
a little reepite.

... t ..Mr. BADGER.' I am very much in favor of that motion,
so much so that I desire that we may have the yeas and nays
unon the question.

,Mr. WALKER, (plsyfally.) I would like to know which
way the 8enator from North Carolina intends to vote. I see
that North Carolina is to ruin us yet; there is no question
about it.
The yeas and nays were then taken, as follows:
YEAS.Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Benton, Borland,

Butler, Clay, Clemens, Cooper, Daw»o LtouglM, Ewing,Feleh, Foote, King, Mai^m, Mason, Morton, Phelps, Pratt,
Shields, Smith, Soule, Upham, and Wales.2.V
NAYS.Messrs. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Clarke,

Davis, ol Massashusetts, Davis, of Mississippi, Dodge, ef
Wiseonsin, Dodge, of Iowa, Downs, Greene, Hamhn,J}".*Sebastian. Seward, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Walker,
and Whiteomb.19.
So the motion was atreed to.
On motion of Mr. GWIN, the 8enete then proceeded to

the consideration of Executive business, and aftar some time
.pent therein the doors were re-opened and the 8enate sd-
jownfd-

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Mr. RICHARDSON asked the unanimous consent of the

House to make a personal explanation ; and, there being no

He proceeded to say that he found in the New York Tri¬
bune a letter written from this city, in which he wss charged
with suppressing certain papers sa a member of the investi¬gating committee which was raised during the lset session of
Congress to inquire into the conduct of Mr. Ewue, then
Secretary of the Interior, in allowing internet on certain claims.
He would send the letter to the Clerk's table, that it might be

**The Cuax read the article referred to, as follows:
.* Wasuxbtoh, W*B**ana*, Die. IS.

44 A specimen of partimn rascality has just come to lightwhieh demands, if not a Congressional investigation, at least
an exposure to the eyes ofthe people... You may know that at the but session of Coorress eer-

ZTHSTSi «£.£ *
would prove Krir truth | and that hemight be ableto do
effectually, he was himself appointed sSatraan * the comnut
tee to investigate them.the seeuser, in feet, was .«aethe
judge. Having a majority of the committee ol sucha com¬plexion as suited him, Mr. RicBAmseo* called on Mr. Eww
for the papers in one of the eases in whieh there was
be fraud or malpractice on the part of the Secretary, and se
papers were promptly furnished by that officer, together withTKr from himself fully and triumphanUr refitting any
charge of dishonest conduct, or even of error of law or oftaet.M^hicuAR!.«>*, however, having pledged h'^Ujhe other
wav bis concurring maionty were obliged to report natavnr-
ably, which they did, but the minority ofM;' Viktor. Otrmv, Boawm, and Autoi, rep"*wholly upon the evidence and Mr. Ewing's letter, did not
deem any report necesmryootbeirpart
in* ofthe documents. This was ordered by the House, and
Mr. Richardsow, as chairman of the commUtec^uidCTtookJotee to its execution. The document has come from As print-
er, (Mr. Rircais,) and Mr. Ewing s later, so important to afail understanding of the ease, » «¦»£.* 7*}'rage lies whoUy between Mr. R^kardwo .»«> **. *'*«?»« ?one or the other perpetrated it. It the fonncr, it is y oflenee
deserving to be punished by expulsion from the hall he die-
graces, if the Utter, 1 do not know what punishment ce» beKnlsd for sucb a gross and limiting contempt of a Houm of
Congress whose servant he ia Dikockact.

Mr. RICHARDSON mid that ha did not know at what
point to begin to number theee falsehoods. There was not
one word of truth, so far as he was coocarned, in any portionof this article. The (acta were before the country, and it
could determine whether the charges had bean proven or not.
There was another error into which this writer had fallen.

The correspondent thought and said it was his (Mr. R.'s)
duty to see that this report was printed. When the pepers
passed from the committee to the House of Rrpreeautanves,
they came under the control of the House, and he had noth¬
ing more to do with then than any other member of the
Home.

In examining the Journal of the House, he found that the
House ordered nothing but the reports to be printed. On
motion off hie friend from Missouri, (Mr. Bowli*,) it waa
ordered, by unanimous consent, that the repoit just under
consideration, together with the views of the
printed. This was the warrant and authority of the Clerk to
have them printed. But be placid himflfllf on do flush
ground. All the pepers.Mr. Ewing's Istter too.were re¬
turned to the Clerk, end were uadeehiecbsrge. The feuJt
of suppreesion rested not with him, (Mr. B.) 8o for as he
wss concerned, the whole letter was an unmitigated falsa-
hood
On motion of Mr. McDOWELL, it wae ordered that when

this House adjourns it adjourn to meet on Tburaday flexL
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, by unanimous ooossnt,

umsenTsd certain raeohrtiooe of the Legislature of the State of
Mississippi, approving of the course of the R^rcesntativss
from tbaTstateTand of Senator Datis on the eoespromiee
lasssnms. and disapproving off the course of Senates Foots <which were laid on the table and ordered to be printed.Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, asked ihr unanimous
consent of the Houee to introduce, in pursuance of pesrionsnotice, a reeolution explanatory off the act approved Septembsr *8, 1860, entitled .. An act granting bounty land to cer¬
tain oAcers and soldiers who have bean sn|sgsd in the mili¬
tary ssrviee of the United States."

Objection being made
Mr. CALDWELL moved te suipsnd the raise to enable

Mm to iotr-dnoe the ree-»tesien, peaidwg which.TWsnss siljiiumsi


